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second or subsequent editions were to be demanded by the
libraries. The Bill, if passed into an Act, was not to be retro-
spective in its action. Every new work was to be registered at
Stationer's Hall, within a month of publication, under a penalty
of forty shillings for non-registration. If a publisher were to state
in the Register that copyright in that work \vas not sought, he
need supply one copy only of the work, printed on the best paper,
for the use of the British Museum, the other libraries losing their
right to a copy. With the exception of the British Museum, no
copies of works were to be supplied to any of the privileged
libraries unless one third of the retail price was paid. The copies
supplied were not to be sold within seven years of their receipt
from Stationers' Hall; the library offending in this respect was to
lose its copyright privilege for ever.1
Owing to severe opposition this Bill was withdrawn, and
another was introduced later. The main points in this second Bill
were that, in exchange for the extended period of copyright, all
works were to be entered at Stationer's Hall under a penalty of
forty shillings and five times the value of every copy not regis-
tered. Copies of works of which the copyright was to remain un-
sought need not be delivered. The British Museum was to have
a free copy of the work, printed on the best paper. The other ten
libraries were to pay one fifth of the retail price of every book
demanded by them. The Warehouse Keeper of the Stationers'
Company was to send to the libraries quarterly lists of works
entered, and he was also to call on the publishers for any of the
copies demanded by the librarians.2
This Bill was also withdrawn, partly through the instrumental-
ity of Professor Christian. "The Universities," he said, "must
never consent to the payment of a single farthing for their own
just rights; there must be no compromise, they must have the
whole or nothing/* Then, after describing the clause relating to
the retention of the copies by the libraries for seven years as
"the greatest insult that was ever attempted to be introduced
into an Act of Parliament," the irate Professor delivered his
coup degrdce in the following language:
"In the first printed Bill, if a loose sheet was sold, the University
1 Parliamentary Papers, 1813, vol. ii, pp. 681-6.
* Parliamentary Papers, 1313, vol. ii, pp. 689-94,